The Peckham experiment did not long survive the arrival of the NHS in 1948, but the idea of community involvement in health lives on. 3 The Pioneer Health Center group maintains the Peckham spirit, and its work has contributed to the program of the healthy living centers. I suppose there is a risk that these centers might become subject to an inverse care law, 4 by which those using them are least in need of the help and vice versa. More interesting, though, will be to see how they fare now that so much money is to be given to the treatment-oriented (as opposed to prevention-oriented) NHS hospitals.
